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Our October meeting was the second at our new venue, The Foxcombe Lodge at Boar’s Hill to the west of Oxford. In the convivial surroundings of the hotel, members are able to enjoy a relaxing drink as they listen to the speaker. On this occasion Ian Coote returned to deliver his talk on 19th Century Watches, having covered the earlier centuries in February.
Before the introduction members were advised that following the cancellation of the November auction there will be a Bring and Discuss session on the 23rd November. Also there will be no meeting in December so mince pies could be served early!!

Jeremy Barrow then introduced our speaker who had kindly travelled from Essex with his wife Meg. The well attended gathering was then taken through two sessions; the first was an illustrated talk on the big watchmakers of the day, followed by the dismantling of a watch under the eye of a microscopic camera.
Much of the talk featured the maker J W Benson who supplied a wide range of qualities, many of which were bought in, some from UK manufacturers but also Swiss made. J W Benson operated from Ludgate Hill and variously described themselves as watchmakers to Royalty including to the “Late Queen Victoria”. Other makers included John Forrest. We then saw a number of cylinder types which were prevalent at the beginning of the century when the lever took over in the 1820’s. The rack lever was invented in 1722 by Abbe de Hautefeuille but took a century to be perfected and come into common use.
Ian then dismantled a movement by Forrest emphasising the importance of sequencing. Get this wrong and disaster will ensue. At each stage of the dismantling, members of the audience experienced in this field offered impromptu advice but Ian continued unabashed, managing to use the intricate tools and to manoeuvre the camera which had a mind of its own.

The audience showed their appreciation and descended on the numerous exhibits that Ian brought with him.
Martin Gatto

